Soft tissue complications after pediatric cochlear implantation in children younger than 12 months.
Children are undergoing cochlear implantation younger than ever before. There has been some concern that young children may have an increased risk of soft tissue complications than older age groups. We aim to review the major and minor soft tissue complications after pediatric cochlear implantation in the age group of younger than 12 months. Retrospective case review. Patients were identified from the cochlear implant program database of more than 1,000 children at the Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Canada. Demographic data, cause of hearing loss, and time of the onset of hearing loss were recorded. A total of 66 patients were identified (94 implants) in the age group of younger than 12 months. Of these, there was 1 minor complication (implanted at 8 mo)-skin infection around implant 14 days later treated with antibiotics. There were no major complications. Cochlear implantation in children younger than 12 months does not increase the risk of soft tissue complications.